
MINUTES OF THE MAY 17, 2022 
MEETING OF THE 

WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD POLICY COMMITTEE 

May 17, 2022 
 
1. Opening Items 
 
1.01 Call to Order 

 
The meeting of the Board Policy Committee was called to order at 2:03 p.m. The meeting 
was conducted in the Board Room of the Central Administration Building, located at 425 
East Ninth Street in Reno, Nevada. 
 
1.02 Roll Call 

 
President Angela Taylor and Board Members Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, and Beth Smith were present. Board Member Jeff Church was 
absent. Superintendent Kristen McNeill, Chief General Counsel Neil Rombardo, and staff 
were also present. 
 
2. Items for Presentation, Discussion, and/or Possible Action  
 
2.01 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 12, 2022 BOARD POLICY 
COMMITTEE MEETING (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Smith that the Board Policy 
Committee approves the minutes of the April 12, 2022 Board Policy Committee 
meeting. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen 
Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final 
Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
President Taylor welcomed the incoming Superintendent Dr. Susan Enfield who was 
present at the meeting. 
 
2.02 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6505, 
PATHWAYS TO EARLY COLLEGE CREDIT, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE 
FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed revisions to Board Policy 
6505, Pathways to Early College Credit. Mr. Parks explained that this policy governs dual 
credit opportunities including partnerships with University of Nevada Reno, Truckee 
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Meadows Community College, and Western Nevada Community College, and also applies 
to the District’s Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs. The policy was last 
updated in 2014. The current update is mainly formatting and language clean-up. Mr. 
Parks introduced Kindra Fox, Director of Secondary Curriculum & Instruction, to answer 
questions from the committee. 
 
Trustee Nicolet asked about the language in the definition of International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Program on page two section 6 that refers to “promotion of the whole person.” Ms. 
Fox replied that the language comes directly from the IB program. 
 
Trustee Nicolet noted that the reference to “higher education cooperative programs” on 
page two section 2 as a “pathway course” option does not have a corresponding definition 
in the policy. Ms. Fox explained that higher education cooperative programs refers to the 
CTE co-operative agreements for credit. Trustee Nicolet suggested a definition for this be 
added to the policy.  
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Smith that a definition of 
“higher education cooperative programs” be added to the policy, as referred 
to in section 2 under Policy. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam 
Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Mayberry and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6505, 
Pathways to Early College Credit, as amended, to a future regular meeting of 
the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of 
the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.03 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6525, 
GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING 
AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed revisions of Board Policy 
6525, Gifted and Talented Education. Mr. Parks noted that the policy was last updated in 
2019 and the changes at this time are not substantive and consist of updating formatting 
and clarifying language. Mr. Parks introduced Judith Lombard of the Gifted and Talented 
Education Programs Department to answer any questions. 
 
There was no discussion. 
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It was moved by Trustee Mayberry and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6525, Gifted 
and Talented Education, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees 
for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: 
Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, 
and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.04 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6600, 
COURSE OF STUDY, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed revisions of Board Policy 
6600, Course of Study. Also present was Kindra Fox, Director of Secondary Curriculum & 
Instruction. The policy governs the classes needed to graduate and was last updated in 
2014. In addition to formatting and language clarification, there were two substantial 
revisions to the policy. A required Economic course was added to comply with a law 
passed in 2017. The class of 2023 will be required to take one semester of Economics. 
Language was added on page two section 1 stating students must be enrolled in a full 
academic load during their freshman, sophomore, and junior years, and students with an 
approved exemption for merit or cause may be enrolled in a minimum of 2/3 of the 
academic load in their senior year. Seniors who do not have an approved exemption must 
be enrolled in a full academic load. Mr. Parks explained this was added to reflect pupil-
centered funding formulas. 
 
President Taylor asked for clarification about students who have an approved exemption 
for merit or cause, such as a work-study exemption, and if it would be possible for a 
junior to get an exemption. Mr. Parks replied that juniors do not get exemptions and 
noted that even a student graduating in three years would need to be enrolled in a full 
academic load for three years. 
 
Trustee Smith proposed a change to the description of math classes needed to graduate 
in section 1 on page two of the policy.  
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the wording 
on page two of the policy under Mathematics be changed from “one math class 
beyond Algebra 2” to “one additional math class from available courses.” The 
result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane 
Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion 
Carries. 
 



Minutes of the Board Policy Committee 
May 17, 2022 

Pg. 4 
 

Trustee Nicolet noted that some high schools have the option of seven credits per 
semester and some allow only six credits per semester and asked if it is possible for 
student who wants to graduate early to opt-in to a high school that offers seven credits. 
Ms. Fox explained that they could apply to a signature academy that has more classes, 
but most District high schools have seven periods. In addition, there are opportunities for 
dual credit without changing schools. Mr. Parks explained that if a student wants to attend 
a school other than the one they are zoned for they need a variance that is at the 
discretion of the receiving principal. Superintendent McNeill added that variances have 
funding implications as well as Nevada Interscholastic Activities Association (NIAA) 
compliance implications for students in athletics. 
 
Trustee Rodriguez asked if a full course load can accommodate a student that needs to 
work to help support their family. Ms. Fox replied that seniors can get an exemption for 
cause in this case, and juniors can earn credit through work. 
 
Dr. Nicolet commented on the concept of “college and career ready” and the promise of 
ensuring that for every student. She noted if this is in policy, then they need to make 
sure they are doing that. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Minetto that the Board Policy 
Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6600, Course of 
Study, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for 
Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass 
(Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and 
Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6605, 
ACADEMICS: CURRICULUM AND CONTENT STANDARDS, SPECIFICALLY TO 
UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL  
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed revisions of Board Policy 
6605, Academics: Curriculum and Content Standards. Mr. Parks explained this policy 
concerns teaching grade level standards, ensuring students learn those standards, and 
having assessments and evidence that students are learning the standards. The policy 
was last updated in 2015 when the Nevada Academic Content Standards were added. 
There were no substantive changes to the policy at this time. He noted the connection of 
the work with Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) to this policy. 
 
There was no discussion. 
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It was moved by Trustee Rodriguez and seconded by Trustee Nicolet that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6605, 
Academics: Curriculum and Content Standards, to a future regular meeting of 
the Board of Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of 
the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe 
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.06 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6700, 
CHARTER SCHOOLS, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed revisions of Board Policy 
6700, Charter Schools. In addition to formatting and language clarification, the definition 
of Charter Schools was updated to the Nevada State Public Charter School Authority’s 
definition, and the responsible office for the policy was moved to the Office of Academics 
from the Office of Strategies and Ombudsman Services. 
 
Public comment: 
Sarah Adler spoke as a representative of Jenny Hunt, Director of Mariposa Academy, and 
Bob DeRuse, Executive Director of Academy of Career Education (ACE) High School, both 
District sponsored charter schools. They were concerned that the new definition of 
Charter School, describing the operations of a charter school as being managed by a 
committee, was inaccurate. Per NRS, a committee is organized to form a charter school 
and then the governing board or board of directors governs the charter school with fiscal, 
academic, and organizational responsibilities. They were also opposed to the deletion of 
language from the policy establishing a commitment to high quality education and 
collaboration.  
 
Trustee Smith asked if District sponsored charter schools are invited to District school 
fairs and other open access educational opportunity sessions. Mr. Parks replied that 
charter schools and private schools are invited to such events. Trustee Smith asked if 
that should be put in the policy that charter schools are invited and supported. It was 
agreed that this would be more of a regulation rather than something to include in the 
policy. 
 
Trustee Nicolet suggested that “no cost” in the definition of Charter School should be 
changed to “no tuition.” Mr. Parks agreed with the suggestion. President Taylor asked for 
clarification that the definition of Charter School comes from the Charter School Authority. 
Mr. Rombardo confirmed with Sara Montalvo, Associate General Counsel, that the 
language comes from the Charter Authority, but agreed they could change it to read 
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“tuition free.” Superintendent McNeill added there can be confusion between private and 
charter schools and “tuition free” could make this clearer. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that the wording 
under the definition of Charter School be changed from “no-cost” to “tuition 
free.” The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, 
Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: 
Motion Carries. 
 
Trustee Smith noted that the wording “high quality” was struck from the Purpose section 
of the policy and suggested it could be kept. Mr. Rombardo explained that they want 
definable terms in the policies and “high quality” is not a term that can be easily defined. 
 
Mr. Rombardo noted that in the Purpose section of the policy it should read “Nevada 
Academic Content Standards” rather than “Nevada academic standards” and asked for a 
motion to make this revision. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Mayberry that language 
under Purpose be changed from "Nevada academic standards" to "Nevada 
Academic Content Standards." The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: 
Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Nicolet and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6700, 
Charter Schools, as amended, to a future regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for Consideration of preliminary approval. The result of the vote was 
Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, 
Elizabeth Smith, and Angela Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
2.07 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO 
AND/OR FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISIONS OF BOARD POLICY 6725, 
ENGLISH LEARNERS, SPECIFICALLY TO UPDATE FORMATTING AND CLARIFY 
LANGUAGE, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 
Troy Parks, Chief Academic Officer, presented the proposed revisions of Board Policy 
6725, English Learners. With him was Megan Waugh, Director of the English Language 
Development Department. He explained, since the last update of this policy in 2020, there 
has been an important change in District philosophy that every teacher can meet the 
learning needs of English Learner (EL) students. The policy holds the District accountable 
for providing professional learning for all teachers to be EL teachers so that students are 
not removed from their classes for instruction.  
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Trustee Rodriguez asked if EL students have before and after school support. Ms. Waugh 
replied that it is specific to the individual schools. Superintendent McNeill noted that 
before and after school support programming is outside the scope of the policy and is 
decided at the school level. She asked staff to follow-up on Trustee Rodriguez’s question 
regarding specific support at the school level. President Taylor noted this would be 
specific to the need of the students at each school. 
 
Trustee Smith pointed out the stricken section 5 on page two of the policy regarding each 
student having a different pace and style of learning. She asked if they still allow principals 
to take different approaches to teaching EL students and make decisions on a school 
level. Trustee Mayberry also questioned why sections 2, 3, and 5 on page two were 
struck, noting that these sections have language that accentuates the District’s 
commitment to English language learners. Mr. Parks explained that they moved to a 
mandatory English Language Development (ELD) site facilitator model. After receiving 
feedback from the Board of Trustees and principals on the mandatory model, they 
received direction from the Superintendent to make it more of an opt-in model. Ms. 
Waugh has spent time with principals and teachers explaining the model and the 
philosophy behind it. Principals and staff can opt-in to the model, but it is not mandatory. 
President Taylor asked if the stricken sections are consistent with the ELD model. She 
suggested if the stricken sections demonstrate a philosophical commitment rather than 
alignment with the model, then they could be kept in the policy. Mr. Parks noted that it 
may have been stricken because while that is what they strive towards, it is hard to define 
in policy. He commented that he would be agreeable to keeping the sections in the policy. 
Mr. Rombardo asked his legal team about the reasoning behind striking these sections. 
Superintendent McNeill noted new sections j and k added under Administrative Regulation 
on page four of the policy and asked for an explanation of why those were added. Ms. 
Waugh explained that section j, to identify the primary language of each pupil enrolled 
in the school district at the beginning of each school year, aligns with Assembly Bill 195 
(AB-195) that was recently passed ensuring that information is translated into the top 
five languages of the school district. Section k, regarding English learners remaining in 
an EL program until receiving a passing score on an appropriate assessment, aligns to 
the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA). Mr. Rombardo noted they have 
concerns with promises that are undefinable giving the examples of “as soon as possible” 
referenced in the stricken section 3 and “mastery of the subjects” in the stricken section 
5 on page two of the policy. He noted if they want to keep some of the language in the 
stricken sections it should be modified to remove unmeasurable promises. Mr. Rombardo 
commented that the stricken section 2 is somewhat redundant and contained in the 
Purpose section of the policy. President Taylor suggested sending the policy back to legal 
and staff to reword but maintain the spirit of the language removed on page two. Mr. 
Rombardo suggested a motion that stricken paragraphs 2, 3, and 5 are reincorporated 
into the policy and to ask staff to come back with recommended changes to a regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees. Trustee Smith requested that the policy maintain a 
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reference to different approaches to instructing English learners. Trustee Mayberry 
suggested striking the language “as soon as possible” in the stricken section 3 and 
maintaining the rest of the wording. Superintendent McNeill asked that the language 
“those students” in the stricken section 5 on page two be reworded. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Smith and seconded by Trustee Rodriguez that the Board 
Policy Committee directs staff to make further revisions, as discussed, and 
forward the proposed revisions of Board Policy 6725, English Learners, to a 
future regular meeting of the Board of Trustees for Consideration of 
preliminary approval. The result of the vote was Unanimous: Pass (Yea: Adam 
Mayberry, Ellen Minetto, Diane Nicolet, Joe Rodriguez, Elizabeth Smith, and Angela 
Taylor) Final Resolution: Motion Carries. 
 
3. Closing Items 
 
3.01 Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
3.02 Announcement of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Board Policy Committee would take place on June 21, 2022. 
 
3.03 Adjourn Meeting 
 
There being no further business to come before the members of the Committee, President 
Taylor declared the meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________     
Angela D. Taylor, President 


